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Course Description:  Creative Writing is a full year course designed for students who are serious about writing as a creative art form. During the year, students produce original works of 

creative non-fiction, poetry, short story fiction, and drama. The course requires students to adhere to the basic principles of good writing but also encourage students to explore their 
creative interests.  Students share their work with classmates and offer constructive criticism to each other in a workshop format. Because good writing starts with careful reading, the 
course also requires students to complete short reading assignments and analyses of style. In addition to learning the art of creative writing, students work to produce the Bellefonte Area 
High School Literary Arts Magazine, Ananda.  Publication opportunities for student writers and careers in creative writing are also discussed. 

Enduring Understandings Content Skills/Competencies Summative Assessments 
Students will understand that: 

1. A piece of writing shows an 

author’s inspiration, cultural 

influences, and personal ideas. 

2. Writing allows an author to 

express his/her personal style, 

inform or persuade an intended 

audience, and entertain people. 

3. Each step in the writing process 

is essential to create a high 

quality piece of original writing.  

4. Literary elements work together 

to create a complete and 

cohesive story.  

5. Literary devices are tools used 

by an author to convey a 

particular meaning and provide 

richness to a text. 

6. Different genres of writing allow 

for unique expression of ideas.  

7. Poetry conveys an idea, 

sentiment, or concept on a 

given subject in a unique form 

and structure. 

8. Drama provides insight into 

human nature as the author 

sees it. 

9. Producing a magazine involves 
team work, decision-making, 
using technology, advertising, 
and fundraising. 

Students will know: 

Concepts  

 Literary Elements 

 Writing Process 

 Elements of Writing Style 

 Literary Devices 

 Genres 

 Type of Poetry 

 Poetic Devices 

 Elements of Drama 

 Elements of a Literary Magazine 

 Publishing Process 

 Advertising Techniques 

 Careers in Writing 

Students will be able to: 

1. Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events 

2. Engage and orient the reader by 
setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or 
multiple points of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters 

3. Use narrative techniques and literary 
devices to develop a story’s plot, 
setting, theme, and characters  

4. Use precise words and phrases to 
develop a story’s details  

5. Incorporate sensory language and 
figurative language to convey a vivid 
picture of the events, settings, and/or 
characters 

6. Create a smooth progression of 
events that build on one another to 
create a coherent whole story  

7. Provide a conclusion that follows the 
form of the whole story, reflects on 
the experiences within it, and resolves 
the situation 

8. Make stylistic choices that enhance 
the overall story, convey meaning, 
and add variety and interest 

9. Write using proper conventions of the 
English language  

10. Evaluate a piece of writing to identify 
its strengths and weaknesses and 
modify it through the formal writing 
process  

11. Evaluate own writing and use new 
approaches for writing to refine it.  

12. Write with a focus on purpose, genre, 
and audience  

13. Create original works that are of 
varying of lengths and styles 

14. Use technology to produce, publish, 
and share writing products 

15. Work as a team to make decisions 
about and create a literary arts 
magazine 

Methods for students to demonstrate their 
levels of proficiency: 

 Original Written Works 

 Quizzes 

 Quarterly Reflective Journal  

 Midterm Writing Portfolio 

 Final Writing Portfolio 

 Ananda magazine 

 


